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For Friends’ Review, 
THE COMING CONFERENCE. 

In thoughtfully considering the proposed Con- 
ference of Yearly Meetings and some of the sub. 
jects that may properly claim its attention this text 
seemed to force itself upon my attention, ‘* Have salt 
in yourselves and have peace one with another,” 
and I thought this beautiful symbol was not only 
interesting and instructive, but really contained a 
declaratory affirmation of a very important practi- 
cal truth, that it taught the lesson that wherever 
the genuine gospel salt—the spirit and genius of 
the gospel obtained undivided possession of the 
heart—the church, it would produce its natural fruit, 
“quietness and assurance.’’ There would be no 
contusion in their worship or their work, but the 
desirable oneness would be apparent, because all 
would be baptized into onefbody and drink into one 
Spirit and peace one with another would imme- 
diately prevail. The first question which would 
seem naturally to claim the attention of the Con- 
ference would be whether the distinguishing views 
of Friends are such as to justify them in keeping 
Up a separate organization. Because if the neces- 
sity of pressing upon public attention those features 
of theological truth and forms of worship and 
manner of working hitherto deemed peculiar to Qua- 
kerism have passed away and become obsolete, 
then we are only schismatic and have no legitimate 
night to an organized existence. Afrofos to this 
view is the declaration of an old clergyman to the 
Writer: that the church was much indebted to 
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| Friends for its present high spiritual character, 
and that it would be a great loss to the church and 
the world if in a zeal for numbers they should fail 
to continue to uphold the Headship of Christ in 
the church, not only as the right foundation of all 
theological truth, but as a present direction in all 
their worship and work. Trusting that in a Confer- 
ence of earnest working Friends there will be entire 
harmony in answering this first question in the 
affirmative, the second will naturally suggest itself 
in the inquiry, In what do these distinguishing views 
consist? This, of course, opens up a very broad 
field of inquiry—in which it is well to exercise care 
that we do not in any measure detract from all that 
is valuable in other religious bodies—that in the 
language of the clergyman referred to, ‘‘ we only 
claim to be a branch of the Church of Christ, not 
foolishly pretending to be the whole,’’ that we hail 
others as co-workers and fellow-laborers in the 
vineyard of the Master, and yet claim that as a 
branch of the great Gospel Vine, we have the duty 
of presenting to the world the finest foliage and 
fairest fruit in the highest state of perfection of any 
branch of the church since the time of the apostles. 
I need not particularize the works of faith and 
labors of love all along the line of history from 
Fox to Forster; they are too apparent to call to 
need any attempt at proof, while their patience 
under suffering was no insignificant factor in ob- 
taining for the world the civil and religious liberty 
we now enjoy. The Early Friends could not trifle 
with their religious convictions, but seemed so 
swallowed up in the divine life that they were ready 
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to suffer, and if need be to die for the cause of the 
Lord Jesus, which in child-like simplicity they had 
so lovingly espoused. Now we know that though 
characterized by great simplicity their labors were 
greatly blessed, and as we profess to be their suc-. 
cessors the inquiry will naturally suggest itself, 
why similar results are not more generally visible 
now; why apparently the gold has become dim 
and the most fine gold changed ; why the salt has 
lost its savor. Possibly close investigation may 
show that it is because of the unhealthy presence 
of some foreign material by which the purity and 
beauty of the gold is dimmed, and the saving pro- 
perties of even the genuine salt of an orthodox 
faith weakened, and finally lost through adultera- 
tion and dilution. And hence the labors of some 
of our most zealous evangelists while working to 
bring the wanderers into the fold, for want of a 
little more careful Christian prudence which a 
greater measure of undiluted genuine gospel salt 
would have furnished, have actually scattered the 
flocks which they were professedly endeavoring to 
fold. This must ever be the case when the 
trumpets give sounds quite dissimilar, when the 
voices of the shepherds are so variable that they 
tend to confuse the flock rather than to confirm 
the claim that they have reached their position 
through the true door into the sheepfold at the 
direct call of the Chief Shepherd. 


The attempt to rear a superstructure with min- 
gled materials of gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay and stubble, will ever prove abortive, as 


thus mingled they will neither beautify nor consoli- 
date, and it must end in loss to the builders when- 
ever tried in the simple furnace of gospel truth. 
Doubtless this feature of our present position will 
claim the earnest attention of the Conference, and 
its members will endeavor to trace this root of bit- 
terness to its source, in the hope, which is most de- 


sirable, of finding a remedy. Surely a living 
church ought to be able to find means to protect 
itself from the teaching of noxious novelties within 
its borders, by whomsoever introduced. And no 
one has a just right to complain if she exercises 
this right of self-preservation. In fact, the imposi- 
tion is wholly on the part of the introducer who 
persists in forcing upon the church, whether pub- 
licly or privately, teaching known to be out of har- 
mony with its well understood principles or prac- 
tices. It was certainly sufficiently humiliating to 
Friends in Canada to see a minister of another 
Yearly Meeting stand before a High Court of Jus- 
tice and solemnly affirm that he held and secretly 
taught views deemed heretical by the great body 
of his brethren at home, and which he was not al- 
lowed there publicly to teach. The subjects of 
Ritualism and Birthright membership will probably 
claim the attention of the Conference. The former 
would seem to have been satisfactorily disposed of 
by the recent deliverances of the various Yearly 
Meetings, affirming the ancient testimony of Friends 
as to the entire spiritual character of gospel worship. 
Having heretofore expressed my views upon the 
latter in Friends’ Review, I will only add that I 


still believe that if a godly care is exercised over 
birthright members they will in the main prove g 
blessing to the church. There are at least two 
other subjects that may very properly claim at. 
tention, because in many places they are elements 
that disturb the harmony of the church. The first 
is, that of recognizing a clerical class of salaried 
officials specially set apart to shepherd the flock. 
The second refers to a second definite experience 
subsequent to justification, by which alone the re. 
cipient is rendered an heir of heaven. That either 
of these should ever have found an advocate amon 

the professed successors of Fox is a problem which 
would probably baffle even the wisdom of Paul to 
solve. As it appears to the writer, the most fertile 
genius would labor in vain in the attempt to glean 
from the records of the Society any evidence that 
at any period of its history it believed that either 
of these positions had any Scriptural foundation, 
Friends have ever claimed that their understanding 
of gospel teaching was that its ministrations must 
necessarily be dispensed without charge. Also, 
that those who are justified by faith and have peace 
with God (Rom. v. 1) are His children (Gal. iii, 
26) and are no man’s servants, but sons, ‘¢ and ifa 
son, then an heir of God through Christ’? (Gal. iv, 
7), and that all subsequent experience is simply the 
development of the child into the man, the seed 
into the tree, the blade into the full corn in the 
ear, which in its highest phase, matured by time, 
only shows the final culmination of a longer or 
shorter process. In conclusion, I will only add, 
there is another subject—perhaps original—which 
may well be considered. Our organization allows 
all our members to take part in deciding all ques- 
tions that come before our Monthly, Quarterly 
and Yearly Meetings. Observation has long since 
suggested to me that it would tend to the good of 
the church to transfer the consideration of all theo- 
logical questions to the care and final determination 
of the select body ; that when a member refused to 
submit to the judgment of that body after the 
necessary patient care had been taken in the case, 
it should be held that his connection with that body 
ceased. And the individual and the Monthly 
Meeting should be notified to that effect. There 
would be no hardship in this, as no minister that is 
out of harmony with the select body can have just 
ground to hope that his labors will prove a blessing 
to the church. And though the zeal of such may 
prompt the feeling as of old to say, ‘‘ See my zeal 
for the Lord,’’ yet we can scarcely doubt that it 
may be possible, though perhaps unperceived by 
themselves, that there may be lurking in the back- 
ground less virtuous motives, the fruit of which it 
may be wisdom on the part of the church early to 
turn aside. No eminent physician will willingly 
allow his patients to be habitually dosed with poison 
by the most pretentious quacks, simply because he 
has confidence in the potency of his own remedies 
to neutralize their pernicious effects. It is believed 
to be yet true that ‘‘a wise man foreseeth the evil 
and hideth himself.” THomas CLARK. 


Ontario, Canada, 
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THE APOSTLE PAUL AND THE GENTILE 
CHURCHES. 


BY THOMAS KIMBER, 
II. 
(Continued from page 642.) 


Accepting the date of the Apostle Paul’s conver- 
sion to have been about A. D. 36 to 37 (Speaker’s 
Commentary, Acts, p. 314), and allowing for his 
three years’ voluntary exile in Arabia, we find that 
in A. D. 40 he went up to Jerusalem, and after 
some hesitation was received by the Apostles on 
the commendation of Barnabas. There escaping 
asat Damascus, from the machinations of the Jews, 
he appears to have entered on a service of three 
years’ duration in Syria and Cilicia; after which 
he returned to Tarsus. From thence he was called 
by Barnabas to the commencement, at Antioch, 
of his great life-work as the Apostle to the Gentiles, 
(A. D. 43-) 

Going forth together they found that the field 
had been already prepared for their service, and 
that the seed of the word had been sown by the 
Jewish Christians scattered abroad at the persecu- 
tion that arose after the martyrdom of Stephen. 

Those exiles, although at first preaching the 
Gospel ‘‘to none but unto the Jews only,’’ had 
been gradually led to proclaim salvation through 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles also ; ‘‘and the hand of 
the Lord was with them, and a great number 
believed and turned unto the Lord.” (Acts xi. 
19—26.) 

At Antioch Paul and Barnabas labored for a 
whole year together, ‘‘assembling with the Church 
and teaching much people.” 

‘And the Disciples,’’ we read ‘*‘ were first called 
Christians at Antioch.”’* 

‘‘This event,’’ says Canon Cook, ‘ marked 
decisively the separation from Judaism.” 

‘« Here the mother Church of Gentile Christen- 
dom takes the place of Jerusalem.” (Speaker's 
Commentary, Acts, p. 437.) 

These new converts at Antioch do not appear to 
have been ever baptized with water, nor circum- 
cized, nor subjected to any of the ordinances of 
the Mosaic Law; which irregularity excited great 
commotion in the Jewish Churches. 

And now comes the memorable period (about 
A. D. 50) of the second visit of the Apostles Paul 


* Arch-deacon Farrar says: ‘Antioch was evidently destined to 
eclipse the importance of the Holy City as a centre and stronghold of 
the Faith, In the Church of Jerusalem there were many sources of 
weakness which were wanting at Antioch. It was hampered by de- 
Pressing poverty. It had to bear the brunt of the earliest persecu- 
tions, Its lot was cast in the very furnace of Jewish hatred; and yet 
the views of its most influential elders were so much identified with 
their old Judaic training, that they would naturally feel less interest 
Many attempt to proselytise the Gentiles.”’ 

“At Antioch all was different. There the prejudices of the Jews 
Wore an aspect more extravagant, and the claims of the Gentiles, 
assumed a more overwhelming importance. At Jerusalem the Chris- 
tians had been at the mercy of a petty Jewish despet. At Antioch 
the Jews were forced to meet the Christians on terms of perfect equal- 
ity, under the impartial rule of Roman law. “ 

.“No place could have been more suitable than Antioch for the ini- 
tial stage of such a ministry. The queen of the East, the third me- 
tropolis of the world, the residence of the imperial Legate of Syria, a 
Yast city of perhaps s0e,coo souls, . .’—(Farrar’s Life and 
Work of St. Paul, pp. 181, 182, 162.) 
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and Barnabas to Jerusalem; where they had been 
five or six years before,* simply to carry the pro- 
ceeds of some collections they had made for the 
relief of their suffering brethren in that city. The 
purport of their present mission was an appeal to 
the convocation of Elders, as well as to the Church 
at large in that city, on behalf of the entire liberty 
from Jewish ritual and tradition of these Gentile 
converts; as well as for the endorsement of their 
own Apostolic authority, which the opposers called 
in question. 

It is evident that in those years of practical ser- 
vice among the Gentiles, the Apostle had learned 
much that was novel and astounding to one who 
had been brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, 
thoroughly indoctrinated in the strictest tenets of 
the Pharisees. Yet having personally seen the 
Lord Jesus, and in humble and full surrender of 
all his old prejudices having honestly put the ques- 
tion, ** Lord what wouldst #hou have me to do,’’ 
he was prepared to follow unquestioningly whither- 
soever his master might be pleased to lead him; 
willing to learn any lessons however startling, and 
to accept any truths however mysterious, that 
such implicit obedience might involve—and which 
the Lord from time to time might see fit to unfold 
to him. 

He had witnessed on the one hand the hard- 
hearted rejection of the gospel message by the Jews 
and especially by the Pharisees who seemed always 
to ‘* resist the Holy Spirit,” and on the other hand 
he had seen how thousands and tens of thousands 
of the despised heathen around them gladly wel- 
comed the good news of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. 

He had seen how the Lord had set His seal of 
approval on the work ‘by granting to the Gentile 
converts the peace and joy of His redeemed chil- 
dren, baptizing them with His Holy Spirit, and 
purifying their hearts by faith. 

Have not many Christian workers since that day 
witnessed in their measure, the same wonderful 
truths; that the cold and self-righteous professor 
claiming, it may be, a high spiritual standpoint 
and experience, ‘‘ having no need of a Physician,”’ 
may turn aside contemptuously from seasons of 
special visitation, which if closed in with might 
have proved of eternal blessing to his soul, and so 
have missed forever the great salvation. While 
the poor and the outcast, the publican and the 
sinner, the leper and the blind man, hearing that 
‘« Jesus of Nazareth was passing by,” have received 
the news gladly, and 


Just as they were, and waiting not 
To rid their souls of one dark blot, 


have cast themselves at His feet and have known 
His healing, life-giving touch, His sweet forgiving 
words of peace and blessing, to change in a 
moment the whole current of their lives and to 


* This intermediate visit is not alluded to by the Apostle in his 
Epistle to the Galatians, because it had no reference to doctrinal 
questions ; and he passes over the interval of fourteen years that had 
elapsed since his first visit to Jerusalem, soon after his conversion, to 
the date of this conference with the Apostles.—(Galatians ii. 1.) 
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awaken in their souls a sure and glorious hope of 
life ever-lasting. 

With these confirmed convictions the Apostles 
Paul and Barnabas went up to Jerusalem* to lay 
before the Elders and the Church the position of 
their Gentile brethren whom the Lord had so con- 
spicuously owned and blessed, but whom the Phar- 
isees persisted in disowning and persecuting. 

It is needless to go over the remarkable interviews, 
first with the Elders and then with the Church at 
large, that occurred during this visit. They are 
fully described in Acts xv, 1—35 and Galatians ii, 
s—10. Their result was a partial and yet a great 
concession of liberty to the Gentile churches,t 

‘*It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to 
lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary 
things; that ye abstain from things sacrificed to idols 
and from blood, and from things strangled and 
from fornication: from which if you keep your- 
selves ye shall do well,” (Acts xv. 25, 29. R. V.) 

This message we read the disciples at Antioch 
received with great joy and Paul and Barnabas 
tarried in that city ‘‘teaching and preaching the 
word of the Lord with many others also.’’ 

The Apostle Paul undoubtedly returned from 
this memorable visit, intending in good faith to 
follow out the instructions of the Conference and 
to adhere strictly to the limitations prescribed on 
its behalf, by the presiding Elder of the Church 
at Jerusalem, the Apostle James, whom he styles 
‘«the Lord’s brother.” 

Accordingly we find that for a season he pro- 
claimed the necessity, on the part of all these 
Gentile converts of abstaining from the remains 
of ‘‘ meats offered to idols, from things strangled, 
and from blood ;’’ classing these forbidden prac- 
tices, with the great sin of unchastity, in his earlier 
teachings after that date. 


* Pressensé thus describes the circumstances of this visit: 
Christian Church had reached a critical moment. Important ques- 
tions had arisen which clamored for solution. It must be decided ifa 
Judaizing Christianity or a Christianity of broader principles was to 
_— the Churches gathered from among the heathen. ais 

en of narrow soul, taking advantage of the respect and affection 
shown by the Christians to Siehaens sought to transfuse into the new 
religion the pride and prejudices of the Jews of the decline. ne 
Paul does not hesitate to call them false brethren. (Acts xv.1; Gal. 
ii. 4.) Some of them went privily to Antioch, to spy out the conduct 
of their great adversary, to oppose his views, and to arrest if it might 
be so, the liberty of practice introduced into the churches formed 
under his influence. They attacked at once the person and the 
principles of the Apostle, questioning his authority, and obstinately 
maintaining the permanent obligation of circumcision. (Acts xv. 1.) 
« pee Years of Christianity—Apostolic Era, pp. 125, 
127, 130. 

t Of the partial result of this Conference Neander says: ‘‘Although 
these injunctions had a precise object, and doubtless attained it in 
some measure, yet we cannot conclude with certainty, that James had 
a clear perception of it in all its extent, when he proposed this middle 
way. As the persons who composed this assembly acted not merely 
according to the suggestions of human prudence, but chiefly as the 
organs of a higher spirit that animated them, of a higher wisdom that 
guided them, it would follow, that their injunctions served for certain 
ends in the guidance of the Church, which were not perfectly clear to 
theirown apprehension. . . . Possibly James, without any dis- 
tinct views and aims, only believed that something must be done for 
the Gentile Christians (who were to be acknowledged as members of 
God’s kingdom, with equal privileges, in virtue of their faith im Jeho- 
vah and the Messiah) to bring them nearer, as it regarded their out- 
ward mode of life, like the Proselytes of the Gate, to Judaism and the 

ews. . ‘ The Acts of the Apostles might lead us to suppose 
if we could not compare its statements with the Pauline Epistles, that 
the division between ————_ and Gentile Christians had been com- 
— healed by the decision of the Apostolic assembly; but we 

now that the reaction of the Judaizing party against the freedom of 
the Gentile Christians’ Church, very soon broke out afresh, and that 
Paul had constantly to combat with it.’’—(Planting of Christianity, 
PP. 121, 127.) 


“The 
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Gradually however, a clearer light dawned upon 
him, and a fuller revelation of the Truth set him 
free from the last trammels of Jewish tradition, 
So that in his later Epistles he proclaimed a declar. 
ation of independence from them all, to those who 
had come in to the liberty of the Gospel of Christ, 
For it had been shown him that 


‘‘The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking 
(meat and drink) but righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.” (See Romans xiv. 6—17, 
R. V.) 

‘* Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, eat, asking 
no question for conscience sake;’’ said he boldly 
to the Corinthians. (I Corinthians x. 25. R. V,) 

‘*Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of a feast day or a new moon 
or a Sabbath day: which are a shadow of the things 
to come; but the body is Christ’s. . . . , 

“If ye died with Christ from the rudiments of 
the world, why, as though living in the world, do 
ye subject yourselves to ordinances, ‘ Handle not, 
nor taste, nor touch’ (all which things are to 
perish with the using), after the precepts and 
doctrines of men ?”’* (Colossians ii. 16, 17, 20—22. 
R. V.) 


The realization of this entire liberty in the 
Gospel marked a new era in the history of the 
Gentile Churches. 

‘¢From that hour,” says Augustine, ‘‘ what 
Christian would observe an injunction not to touch 
a thrush or a morsel of a little bird unless its blood 
had been shed, or not to eat a hare if it had been 
killed by a blow of the hand on the neck, no blood 
flowing.”’ 


Richmond Hill, L, I., N. Y., Fifth mo. gth, 1887. 


TueE late Lord Iddesleigh said, ‘* Every man 
must be a missionary. He is either a missionary 
of God or of the devil. He is either influencing 
men towards Christ, or influencing them away from 
Him.”’ In one of the meetings in London, S. A. 
Blackwood reminded us that ‘‘in the primitive 
church, not the Apostles only, but she people went 
everywhere preaching the Gospel.” 


* This passage has been greatly misunderstood and often uoted 
erroneously as applicable to the so-called ‘“‘ ordinances’’ of Water- 
Baptism and the outward Supper—to which it has no relation what. 
ever. The Greek word (dogma), used here, signifies a ‘‘ decree; 
and the “handle not, taste not, touch not,”” are some of these arbi- 
trary injunctions against which the Apostle warned them; and notat 
all his words of warning to them, as many have supposed. This mis 
apprehension has really injured the cause honestly intended to be 
advanced, since the easy exposure of such an error has weakened the 
general force of any argument against ritualistic practices. 


Conybeare thus translates the passage: “‘ If, then, when you died 
with Christ, you put away the childish lessons of outward things; 
why, as though you still lived in outward things, do you submit your- 
selves to decrees (“‘ hold not, taste not, touch not’’—forbidding the use 
of things which are all made to be consumed in the using) founded oa 
the precepts and doctrines of men.’’—(Life and Epistles of St. Paul, 
vol. ii., p. 411.) 


Arch-deacon Farrar renders it: ‘‘ If ye died with Christ from mut 
dane rudiments, why, as though living in the world, are ye ordinance 
ridden with such rules as ‘ Do not handle,’ ‘ Do not taste,’ * Dono 
even touch,’ referring to things all of which are perishable in the 
mere consumption, according t« ‘ the commandments and teachings 
men.’ All these kinds of rules have a credit for wisdom in volunt 
supererogation and abasement—hard usage of the body—but have n0 
sort of value as a remedy as regards the indulgence of the flesh.’ 
(Life and Work of St. Paul, p. 619.) 
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WHAT IS TOLERATION ? 


A very simple question, and very easily an- 
swered. Too simple, it would seem, to require 
even an attempt at solution. But the various 
claims under this term, and the various conclu- 
sions to which those equally claiming sincerity ar- 
rive, in their search after the truth, warrant an 
effort to seek for its signification. 

According to Webster it is ‘‘ The allowance of 
religious opinion, or modes of worship, when con- 
trary to, or, differing from those of the established 
church or belief.” Denominations are associations 
of those who unite in the acceptance and adoption 
of doctrines and belief in harmony with their un- 
derstanding of Scriptural authority. Webster’s 
answer is satisfactory, as applied to different de- 
nominations; each tolerates others with no claim 
of intolerance towards each other, but how far 
shall the same rule be applied to members of the 
same church, allowing them still to retain their 
rights and privileges and authority? For example: 
When a Baptist church ordains a minister of the 
gospel as a representative and exponent of its 
views, including those on the ordinance of bap- 
tism, should he publicly or privately teach and 
practice, antagonizing their universally acknowl- 
edged and oft-repeated and reiterated faith and 
practice? Must or would the members or authori- 
ties of the Baptist church subject themselves to the 
charge of intolerance and persecution if they pro- 
tested against his efforts to disparage and counter- 
act the influence and teaching of his church ? How 
long would they tolerate him? 

Right of conscience must be accorded to all, and 
no one in this enlightened age would in the least 
restrain it in any. No church will so restrict or 
limit this right in any of its memders ; unless, under 
this plea, liberty is claimed to teach or practice 
adversely to the avowed faith and doctrines of 
the church of which one is a member. While in- 
dividual right of conscience is freely accorded to 
all, it should not be forgotten that individuals, in 
the aggregate or in church organizations, also have 
aconscience of equal sacredness that is as worthy 
of recognition as that of individuals. 

To private members of any church individual 
opinion or even practice might be and is safely ac- 
corded and toleration freely granted, when the 
same, granted to ministers as representatives of the 
same church, to teach subversively of the faith of the 
church to which they belong would tend to disinte- 
gration and contusion, and would not be tolerated 
by any church. 

Should one church or an individual member of 
achurch antagonize another, uncharitably censure 
or condemn another, because of their differing 
faith, such may be charged with intolerance, while 
there i is no church but would protest against one of 
their representative members or ministers antago- 
nizing their avowed faith or doctrine. 

If toleration authorizes liberty to teach or prac- 
tice individual views without reference to denomi- 
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national connection or church authority, what 
would save the church universal from becoming a 
heterogeneous mass, without cohesion of faith or 
service ? Vv. 


From Blackwood’s Magazine, 
ELIZABETH FRY, 


(Continued from page 644.) 


Her second visit to the loathsome prison took 
place in the midst of the hard winter of 1816, and 
on that occasion she was, by her own desire, left 
alone with the women. With womanly tact, after 
a short reading and prayer, she took the direct road 
to a mother’s heart, if such a thing existed in the 
breasts of those unmotherly creatures; she spoke 
to them of their children, those poor little half- 
naked and half-starved skeletons around her. Could 
a parent, she argued, not have some feeling, some 
remorse, nay, some hope, still lingering with re- 
gard to her own offspring? And she was right ; 
she had touched the right chord. With tears of 
joy, her proposal to open a school for the children 
was hearkened to. She would not undertake it, 
Mrs. Fry candidly told them, without their steady 
co-operation, and they must themselves choose a 
fitting superintendent from among their own num- 
bers. This was agreed to with the utmost alacrity. 
And though it might not exactly suit our ideas to 
select for such a post a young woman committed 
for stealing a watch, yet we must recollect that ne- 
cessity has no law, and that probably none among 
the candidates had been convicted of a lighter 
offence. Mary Connor, at all events, proved a 
success, was assiduous in her duties, never infringed 
a rule, and had a free pardon granted her fifteen 
months afterwards. 

Not content with granting leave for their little 
ones to attend, the poor mothers pressed to be 
admitted themselves, doubtless thankful. for any 
variety ; and a friend of Mrs. Fry’s thus writes on 
the subject to Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton : 

The railing was crowded with half-naked women, 

struggling together for the front situations with the 
most boisterous violence, and begging with the ut- 
most vociferation. I felt as if I were going into a 
den of wild beasts, and shuddered when the door 
closed upon me and I was locked in with such a 
herd of novel and desperate companions. 
Squalid in attire, and ferocious in appearance, some 
were seated about the yard. Froma door on one 
side issued one yelling like an infuriate beast, and 
she rushed round the area with one arm extended, 
tearing everything of the nature of a cap from the 
heads of the other women The begging, 
the swearing, the gaming, the fighting, dancing, 
dressing up in men’s clothes, together with scenes 
too bad to be described, was such that we did not 
think it suitable to admit young persons with us. 

The ladies thought that some of these evils might 
be remedied by proper regulation; but in the 
commencement of the undertaking, the reformation 
of such abandoned characters, sunk in depravity as 
they were, was scarcely thought of. 
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By degrees, however, [writes Mrs. Fry’s biog- 
rapher] the heroic little band became convinced 
that good might be effected even among these, for 
intercourse with the prisoners inspired them with 
confidence. The poor creatures were themselves 
in earnest, and in that was their great hope ; for, 
on the other hand, discouragements were rife. The 
officers of the prison, as well as private friends, 
looked on the attempt as visionary. Even some, 
most interested, apprehended failure, from the 
character of the women, from the unfavorable 
locality, and from the difficulty of obtaining a suf- 
ficient number of coadjutors for so vast a work. It 
was also urged that, even if employment could be 
procured, the materials for it would probably be 
stolen. 

All such fears were with astonishing speed set at 
rest; and although Elizabeth felt herself to be 
‘‘embarked in a storm and a whirlwind,” she 
never for a moment looked back, nor regretted the 
plunge taken. 

My mind |she says] is tossed with its variety ot 
interests and duties—husband, children, household 
accounts, meetings, the church, near relations, 
friends, and Newgate. . . . I have found in my 
late attention to Newgate a peace and prosperity in 
the undertaking I seldom if ever remember to have 
done before. Those who are in power are now 


willing to help us, and the poor prisoners them- 
selves have become quite harmless and kind. 
This was written after the school had been open 


and the visiting regular for some months. 
Then came a further and still more awful ex- 
perience—often, alas ! to be repeated : 


Just returned from a most melancholy visit to 
Newgate, to see by her own request Elizabeth 
Fricker, previous to her execution to-morrow at 
eight o’cloclk. I found her much hurried, dis- 
tressed, and tormented in mind; her hands cold, 
and covered with something like the perspiration 
preceding death, and in an universal tremor. They 
said she had been outrageous before our going, and 
they thought they must have sent fora man to 
manage her. However, after a serious time with 
her, her troubled soul became calmed. 

And again: 

Beside this poor young woman there are also six 
men to be hanged, one of whom, since the report 
came down, has become quite mad from horror of 
mind. A straight-waistcoat could not keep him 
within bounds; he had just bitten the turnkey, 
and I saw the man come out with his hand bleeding 
as I passed the cell. 

A gentleman well-known to Mrs. Fry, who was 
desirous of seeing and judging for himself of the 
work now begun, wrote, just one fortnight after 
the adoption of the new rules: 

I was conducted by a turnkey to the entrance of 
the women’s wards. On myapproach no loud nor 
angry sounds indicated that I was about to enter a 
place which I had been credibly assured had long 
had for one of its titles ‘* Hell above ground.” 
The courtyard, instead of being peopled with 
beings scarcely human, blaspheming, fighting, tear- 
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ing each other’s hair, or gaming with filthy cards 
for the very clothes they wore (and this had been 
the description previously given me), presented a 
scene where stillness and propriety reigned. I was 
conducted by a decently dressed person, the newly 
appointed yardswoman, to a ward where sat at the 
head of a long table a Quaker lady. She was read. 
ing aloud to about sixteen prisoners who were sew- 
ing round it. Each wore a clean blue apron and 
bib, with a ticket of her number hanging by a red 
tape from her neck. They all rose at my entrance, 
curtseyed respectfully, and then at a signal re. 
sumed their seats and employments. Instead of a 
scowl, or leer, or ill suppressed laugh, they had an 
air of gravity and self-respect, a sort of conscious. 
ness of their improved characters and the altered 
position in which they were placed. I afterwards 
visited other wards, and found them the counter. 
parts of the first. 

Greatly encouraged, the ladies now introduced 
a matron into Newgate, who was paid by the cor- 
poration, and received £20 yearly from the Ladies’ 
Association in addition. The latter also furnished 
her rooms, and she was their servant. Previously 
some of these excellent coadjutors of Elizabeth had 
sometimes spent whole days in the prison, taking a 
little provision for themselves in a basket ; and for 
long years afterwards, one or two of them never 
failed to spend some hours daily in Newgate. 

We must not linger over the most deeply inter- 
esting details of the crusade in this its infancy. 
Although warmly supported and co-operated with, 
Elizabeth Fry was its head and front, its centre 
and moving spirit. All looked to her, all received 
from her directions, suggestions, and counsel. The 
lord mayor, the sheriffs, and aldermen appointed 
a day to meet her in the prison, and were so much 
struck by what they saw, that they ‘‘ immediately 
adopted the whole plan” she laid before them 
‘¢as part of the prison discipline,’’ and empowered 
Mrs. Fry and her associates to punish the refractory. 

(To be continued.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Tue Kinc or S1AM AND Misstons.—By Mary L. 
Cort, of the Presbyterian Mission. For nearly two 
weeks the King has been in Petchaburi on a visit, 
and the mission compound has been thronged with 
callers, and hundreds of our books have been sold. 
About three hundred have gone into the palace. 
Prince Pe Chit told me that the King said he ‘‘ saw 
a great many books flying about the palace,” and 
asked where they came from. He also said that 
everywhere over the palace mountain they are read- 
ing the books, and as the royal sentinels sit- by the 
watch.fires at night, each one seems to have a book. 
It is thesame by the roadside camps and in the boats 
that almost stop up the riverside. Is it not a blessed 
thing that so many are reading the Word of God? 

As the King passed through the city and saw our 
school-houses, he said: ‘* It is indeed praiseworthy, 
and I must help.’ He was told of the hospital 
and the help rendered the wounded men at the time 
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of the explosion of the royal gunboat near our 
city, and was so pleased he appointed an audience for 
the gentlemen of our station. Letters had already 
been prepared, one for the King, including a report 
of the medical work for last year, and one for the 
Queen, telling of the schools and a new plan of 
Miss Small’s and mine for opening an ‘‘ Old Ladies’ 
Home’’ this year. These letters were sent in, and 
on Thursday these gentlemen had an audience with 
the King. He received them kindly, and talked 
with them a half hour or so, asking many questions 
and commending our work in all its departments. 
He then gave with his own hand a silver medal to 
Dr. Thompson, a watch chain of gold and silver 
links to Mr. Dunlap, and a.gold pencil to Mr. 
Cooper. Even the medical assistant was not for- 
gotten, but received a bag of Siamese coins, worth 
twenty-four dollars. He also made a donation of 
$1440 to the hospital and its work, and the Queen 
gave $960 to our schools and ‘* Old Ladies’ Home.”’ 
—lndependent. 


AMERICAN BisLE Sociery.—At the last stated 
meeiing of the Board of Managers, grants of books 
for benevolent distribution were made to the value 
of $8750 (including consignments to colporteurs 
and foreign Agents). Appropriations of funds for 
foreign work were also made, amounting in the 
aggregate to $17,000, including $3000 to the 
Russia Agency, $6000 to the La Plata Agency, 
and $8000 to the Brazil Agency. The total amount 
of funds already pledged by the Board for work 
in other lands during the present fiscal year is 
$181,727. 

One auxiliary society in Georgia was recognized, 
and another in Kansas. 

The total cash receipts in April were $49,045.56. 
The issues from the Bible House during the month 
were 115,744 volumes. 

The entire circulation for the year ending March 
3ist was reported to be 1,447,270 volumes, of 
which 521,356 were distributed in foreign lands.— 
Circular Report. 


BisLE Work IN THE Caucasus.—The British 
and Foreign Bible Society’s colporteurs continue 
their steady work among the Georgians and Arme- 
nians, Russian dissenters and German colonists, 
Turcomans and Tartars, Greeks and Jews, who 
dwell in the regions of the Caucasus. From one 
town a colporteur lately wrote: ‘‘ My first visit 
to this district some two years ago brought great 
trouble upon my head. The people persistently 
persecuted me. This visit is quite different. 1 have 


. been received with open arms, with kindness and 


joy. At Batoum I was attacked by evil fellows, 
who used very bad language and scattered my 
books about. Next day they attacked me again 
and tried to rob me of my money. After I got 
home a man came pretending to buy a Testament, 
snatched it from my hand and beat me violently 
on the head.’’ In another part the villagers offered 
him fowls, eggs, cheese, barley, and flour, in pay- 
ment for Scriptures.‘‘ Our experiences are not all 
pleasant,” writes Mr. Morrison, ‘‘ and assuredly 


they are not all painful. There isa golden woof 
crossing and re-crossing the sombre coloring of the 
warp as we re joice in Gcd’s gracious visitations and 
the realization of His promises amid evil.’’— Friend 
of Missions. 


—-- -- 


Annual Bible-School Conference of Western 
Yearly Meeting. 


To be held the 2gth, 25th and 26th of Fifth month, 
1887, at Mooresville, Indiana. 

Third-day Evening, Fifth mo. 2gth.—Opening De- 
votional Meeting. 

Fourth-day, 25th, 9 o'clock, A. M—Devotional 
Exercises. Address of Welcome, by Eliza C. Arm- 
strong, Centre Valley, Ind, Response, by Edgar 
Nicholson, E’town, Ind. Salutation of Friends, 

Annual Address by the Pres ident, John Pennington, 
Western Springs, Ill. 

Paper—The Future Harvest, by Alice Lindley, Syl- 
vania, Ind. 

Miscellaneous business. 

Afternoon.—Devotional Exercises—Report of the 
General Superintendent, Lewis I. Hadley, Friends- 
wood, Ind. 

Bible Reading Lesson—Second Coming of Christ, 
Pre-Millenial or Post Millenial, Which ? 

Fourth day Evening, 8 o'clock—Gospel Temper- 
ance Meeting. Devotional Exercises, Paper—Chris- 
tians in Politics, by M. Elizabeth Harvey, Indianapolis, 
Ind. Declamation, Lulu Stanton, Indianapolis, Ind, 
Three-minute Speeches, by members of the Confer- 
ence. Comparison of Scripture Texts which direct or 
allow the use of wine. Scripture texts which prohibit 
and condemn it. Declamation—“ Pledge with Wine,” 
by Emma Reeve, Plainfield, Ind. 

Fifth day, 9 A. M.—Devotional Exercises, Report 
of Committee on Time, Place and Officers. 

Paper—“ Bible Fidelity,” by A. F. Mitchel, Leather- 
wood, Ind, Discussion, 

Papers—“ Libraries as a Part of Sabbath-school 
Supplies,” by Prof. Rowland Estes, Westfield, Ind. 
Discussion. 

Mooresville Meeting for Worship. 

Afternoon —\i-xercise by Mooresville Bible-school. 

Paper—“ Bible Chronology,” by D. J. Douglas, 
Kokomo, Ind. Discussion. 

Paper—“ Social Purity,” by Charles Jessup, Friends- 
wood, Ind, Discussion, 

Fifth-day Evening. 8 P. M.—F¥ arewell Devotional 
Meeting, led by C. W. Pritchard, Chicago, Ill. 

Those who have not already made arrangements 
for homes will please address either of the following 
persons, and prompt attention will be given: 

ELwooD WHITE, SALLIE A. HADLEY, 

Tos, C. SUMNER, REBECCA HADLEY, 

Mooresville, Morgan Co., Ind. 
GRIFFITH WRIGHT, 
Chairman of Committee. 


On, it is a sweet thing to get into calmness. . . 
It is that which our sickened souls often need ; as 
a cordial to revive and recover us from the nausea 
of this world’s joys and cares.—/John Barclay. 


a 


THERE is nothing so contrary to God as sin, and 
God will not suffer the Devil always to rule in His 
masterpiece, man. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIFTH MO. 19, 1887. 


ToLeRaATION.—Our contributor, V., on another 
page, has stated clearly a truth which would seem 
too obvious to need repetition, but that there are 
those who have shown a misapprehension of that 
subject, in connection with the recent position and 
action of our Yearly Meetings, in regard to un- 
sound and unacceptable ministers, still remaining 
on record as acknowledged by their own Meetings. 
The distinction is a plain and unequivocal one, 
between the responsibility of the body at large con- 
cerning members, and that referring to ministers. 
As to the former, it is always much to be regretted 
if they do not unite fully with the essential and 
well-understood principles of their Society; but, 
at least while their dissent is silent or private only, 
it may do little harm, and they may yield in time 
to a better knowledge of the truth. But our re- 
corded ministers are understood to represent Chris- 
tian truth, principle and practice, as held by 
Friends. While ours is no narrow creed, we be- 
lieve that the founders of the Society were led to 
a clearer understanding of the Scriptures than any 
other reformers. We believe also that the present 
guidance of the Holy Spirit confirms their judg 
ment ; as, for instance, concerning the ordinances. 
This, therefore, being the united conviction of the 
bodies constituting the Society, it is not intolerance, 
but a simple exercise of necessary authority, to de- 
cline acceptance of the. public ministry of those 
differing from it on any fundamental doctrinal or 
practical question. Unwelcome as such a topic 
undoubtedly must be, it may be anticipated that its 
weighty and prayerful consideration will be un- 


avoidable as a part of the duty of the coming Con. 
ference. 








LOOKING FORWARD to the Conference as an oc- 
casion of great importance, the key note of right 
meditation concerning it appears to be: ‘* Except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it.” What is most desirable and needful in 
regard to it is, that it shall be a gathering of men 
and women seeking, above all things, to know the 
will of God, in order that this may be done in them 
and through them. Noother ‘platform ”’ will do 
but this. It may, reverently, be considered as a 
testing time of the principle which is at the very 
foundation of primitive Christianity ; that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is, now and always, the Head of His 
Church; that He will be inquired of, and will 





make His will known, if it be rightly sought for ip 
the abasement of all flesh. 

Holding this view, we are very far from wishing 
to forestall any conclusion of the Conference. But, 
as the interests of the Society of Friends, now ang 
in the near future, give the occasion for its as. 
sembling, so it seems well that those interests should 
be often near to the minds and hearts of our mem. 
bers, in sober contemplation. Upon this manner 
of reflection, also, a blessing may be given; so as 
to prepare the body for a united labor, of which 
the Conference and its decisions and advices may 
be the fitting outcome. Therefore it has not seemed 
wrong, to wish that thoughtful Friends may sug- 
gest subjects which appear to them most suitable 
for such a Conference to take into consideration, 
Several such subjects have been already suggested 
in our private correspondence. We shall be glad 
to receive more from others ; proposing to endeavor 
to give to our readers the substance of them before 
the assembling of the Conference. Meanwhile, 
we believe that many will be impressed with the 
counsel offered by our aged friend Thomas Clark, 
in his article in our present number. 


—————__ -m> 


VERY DESIRABLE it is, that careful judgment be 
exercised in the selection of delegates to the Con- 
ference. This will be done, we presume, in the 
usual mode, by nominating Committees appointed 
for the purpose. Baltimore Yearly Meeting has 
named several Women Friends as members of its 
delegation. We believe this to have been a very 
judicious action, in that instance; while we hesi- 
tate to press an opinion in regard to what may be 
found right and best in other Yearly Meetings. So 
far as experience has gone, however, among Friends, 
in the associated consideration of momentous sub- 
jects by men and women, the opinion of the pres- 
ent writer is that ‘‘ joint sessions’’ have never yet been 
held too often; and that the weight, moderation 
and spirituality of such a Conference are likely thus 
to be best advanced and secured. 











Our READERS, generally, we believe, will appre- 
ciate gratefully the series of very able and inter- 
esting papers by Thomas Kimber, now approaching 
a conclusion on our pages, on ‘‘ The Apostle Paul 
and the Gentile Churches.’’ Not only are they 
especially timely in connection with some recent 
discussions, but they have a value of their own, of 
a more permanent character. 

Among other subjects treated of in our present 


number, allusion is instructively made to a common 
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nisunderstanding and misapplication of Colossians 
ij, 16, 17, 20—22 (Touch not, taste ‘not, handle 
not, &c). As confirmed by the comments of 
gveral able Christian scholars, it is made plain 
that the expression ‘‘ ordinances” there occurring 
(v.20) has no reference at all to water baptism 
andthe sacramental supper. To quote these verses 
s if applicable to them is, therefore, to obscure 
and weaken the right discussion of that subject. 


Paul’s testimony to the altogether non-ritual 
dispensation of the Gospel is fully shown in 
Thomas Kimber’s papers to be clear, not only 
wainst the arbitrary ‘‘ commandments of men,” 
bat also as superseding the Divinely authorized 
Mosaic ceremonial law: whose holy days and sab- 
baths were ‘‘ a shadow of things to come, but the 
body is of Christ.” It appears to us to be safe to 
understand Coloss. ii. 14 as applicable to these ; 
and, with them, fo a// rttual observances whatever : 
“having blotted out the bond written in ordi- 
nances ” (Greek, dogmasin, decrees, statutes) ‘‘ that 
was against us, which was contrary to us, and He 
hath taken it away, nailing it to His cross.” (R. V.) 
“Let no man therefore," the Apostle says (v. 16) 
“judge you in meat, or in respect of a feast day 
ora new moon or a sabbath day, &c.’’ So, also, 


in Ephesians ii. 11 —17, the same Apostle shows how 
“the middle wall’’ between Gentiles, “‘ strangers 
from the covenants of the promise,”’ and ‘ the 
commonwealth of Israel,’’ was broken down by 
Christ : ‘* having abolished in His flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in ordi- 


tances." Thus He preached peace to them that 
were far off as well as to them that were nigh; 
“through Him both having access in one Spirit 
unto the Father.” (V. 18, R. V.) 

It is important that no misuse of any part of 
Scripture shall be allowed, through error of judg- 
ment, to bring discredit on the cause of truth. But 
theremoval, by sound criticism, of Coloss. ii. 20, 21, 
from the list of texts adverse to modern ritualism, 


may well be understood to leave abundant other 


tvidence corroborating the teaching of the Apostle 
(Romans xiv. 17, 18, R. V.): ‘For the kingdom 
ofGod is not eating and drinking, but righteous. 
tess and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he 
that herein serveth Christ is well-pleasing to God, 
ad approved of men.”” Again (Gal. vi. 14—16, 
R.V.) «Far be it from me to glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
vorld hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world. For neither is circumcision anything, nor 
wucircumcision, but a new creature. And as many 
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as shall walk by this rule, peace be upon them, and 
mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” 


As this is the season when some of our sub- 
scribers are temporarily changing their residence, 
we again call attention to the necessity of early 
notice of changes of address. These should reach 
us not later than Seventh-day for the succeeding 
week. By attention to this you can save yourselves 
and us from annoyance. 


DIED. 


PEROT.—Entered into rest on the 18th of Third mo., 
1887, Mary W. Perot, relict of William S. Perot, and 
daughter of the late James Poultney, in her 83d year. 

She was a member of Philadelphia Monthly Méet- 
ing. Was a faithful and loving wife and mother. She 
expressed herself as being ready for the change, hav- 
ing no fear, also as feeling it a great mercy that the 
dear Saviour’s life had been given for us. 

PICKERING.—Fourth mo, roth, 1887, Tirzah, wife 
of Jonathan E. Pickering, in the 7sth year of her age; 
a member of Timber Hills Monthly Meeting, Kansas, 
She was the daughter of Caleb and Ruth Cooper. She 
embraced religion about the time of her marriage 52 
years ago. She soon after joined Friends, and never 
doubted the reality of the Christian religion. During 
the latter years of her life she suffered much from a 
painful and lingering disease, in which she was an ex- 
ample of Christian patience and fortitude. 

e funeral was attended by a large concourse of 
relatives and friends, and the occasion was solemn and 
impressive. 

ROMINE.—Near New Burlington, Green county, 
Ohio, Tenth mo. 15th, 1885, Emily Romine, aged 72 
years. 

A beloved member of Cesar’s Creek Monthly Meet- 
ing, where she came into membership by convince- 
ment about fifteen years ago. It was by the way of 
the cross, but as soon as she gave her name for mem- 
bership she found great peace, and much enjoyed the 
privileges of the Society the remainder of her life. She 
bore a suffering illness of several weeks with Chris- 
tian patience and resignation, frequently saying that 
she wanted to live so that she might be ready to die. 
She was of a kind and sympathetic nature and liberal 
disposition, always willing to aid those in distress. Of 
her it might truly be said those who knew her best 
loved her best. 

CHACE.—In Fairhaven, Mass., Second mo, 13th, 
1887, Louisa Chace, in the 81st year of her age; a 
member of New Bedford Monthly Meeting 

She was not widely known, but in her home her con- 
sistent Christian walk was an example to those about 
her, reminding them that to be a Christian they must 
follow Christ. 


Look not at thy pains or sorrows how great 
soever. Look from them beyond them, to the 
Deliverer, who, tender Spirit, is able to do thee 
good by them.—J/saae Penington. 


THE nature of the true Seed, is first to take a 
deep root downward, and then to bring forth its 
fruit upward.—Stephen Crisp. 
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SECOND QUARTER 
"Lesson 1x. 
THE RED SEA. 
Gotpen Text.—When thou passest through the waters I will be 


with thee and through the rivers they shall not overflow thee.—Isa. 
xliii. 2. 


Fifth month 29, 1887 


Ex. xiv. 19—31 


Whilst the children of Israel were eating the 
Passover meal the Lord passed through Egypt and 
slew the first born both of man and beast through- 
out the land, and ‘‘there was a great cry in 
Egypt,” for there was not a house where there was 
not one dead. According to Egyptian usage these 
must be embalmed, an operation which would re- 
quire forty days (see Gen. 1. 3), during which time 
and even longer (Gen. 1. 3) the mourning was con- 
tinued. The importance placed upon the proper 
embalming of the dead was so great that neither 
public nor private interests were allowed to inter- 
fere with it. In this case the heir to the throne 
was dead besides many of the sacred animals, and 
every family in the land had its own private grief. 
Num. xxxiii. 4. In such circumstances weeks must 
have elapsed before the pursuit of the fugitives could 
be undertaken. The children of Israel, 600,000, 


besides women and children, flocks and herds, and 
a mixed multitude composed probably of Semitic 
prisoners of war (Geikie) who took this opportunity 
of escaping from slavery had assembled at Rameses 
in obedience to the summons of their leaders. 
They must have amounted in all to 2,000,000 
souls, a vast undisciplined host, degraded by eighty 


years of oppressior, unaccustomed to concerted 
action and encumbered by everything that could 
hinder their march. It is thought that Succoth (the 
place of Tents) spoken of in Ex. xii. 37 as the 
first station of the march was rather the place in 
the land of Rameses which served as the final ren- 
dezvous of the host before commencing their jour- 
ney, since several days would be needed for all to as- 
semble. The ‘‘ borrowing” and ‘‘ lending ” men- 
tioned in our Bibles (Ex. xii. 35, 36) is rightly 
translated ‘‘ asked for”’ and ‘‘let them have”’ in 
the Revised Version. It’was in perfect accordance 
with the Eastern custom to ask and receive such 
gifts at the close of a term of service. Starting 
then from Succoth they marched northward to 
Etham, a fortress on the Great Wall which stretched 
from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea and pro- 
tected the eastern frontier of Egypt. They were 
taking the direct route to Canaan, but God turned 
them back, because by that way they must speedily 
have encountered the Philistines and further proofs 
of His power were needed to prepare this undis. 
ciplined mob for suchacontest. Ex. xiii. 17. 
They were therefore commanded to turn south- 
ward and encamp at Pahiroth at the northern end 
of the Red Sea. The Pillar of Fire by day and 
Cloud by night, first mentioned at Etham, was their 
guide in this march. At Pahiroth there was both 
grass and water, and here they probably rested 
and organized their ranks. In the meantime the 
first horror caused by the death of the first-born 
had passed by and the Egyptians began to miss 
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their slaves and to repent of having let them go, 
Word was brought to Pharaoh that the Israelites 
after appearing before the fortifications at Etham 
had turned back and disappeared again. Ex. xiy, 
3. He naturally drew the conclusion that they 
were entangled in the wilderness and would {jj 
an easy prey to his troops. So he pursued them 
with a body of 600 chosen chariots and overtook 
them in their encampment by the Red Sea. 


19. And the Angel of the Lord which went before 
the camp of Israel. Some signal, easily seen by 
all, was necessary in such a march; God Himself 
supptied it in the pillar of cloud and fire which 
served asa visible sign of His presence and pro 
tecting care, also as a grateful shade from the bum. 
ing sun by day, and a guiding light by night to the 
whole camp. Ex. xiii. 21, 22; xxiii. 20; Num, 
xx. 16; Is. Ixiii. 9. 


20. And it came between the camp of the Egypt. 
tans and the camp of Israel. The Israelites seemed 
to be caught in a trap, mountains on the west and 
in front, the Sea on the East, and Pharaoh driving 
down from the North expecting an easy conquest, 
But now the pillar of cloud which had been in 
front moved between them and the advancing 
enemy. Henceforward though he did not know 
it Pharaoh would have to attack and conquer Je- 
hovah before he could reach Israel. /¢ was a cloud 
and darkness to them, bnt tt gave light by night to 
these. The night was coming on, and the cloud 
added to the darkness and prevented the Egyptians 
from seeing their victims, whilst in the camp of 
Israel there was all the light that was necessary for 
their midnight march. 

21. And Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea. As he had already been told to do (v. 16) 
with the rod, the symbol of divine power in it. 
And the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong 
cast wind all that night. Any easterly wind from 
northeast to southeast would be called an east wind 
in Hebrew. ‘This was probably a northeast wind 
Such a wind with an ebb tide would blow the water 
down out of the narrow bay into the sea. Tue 
children of Israel crossed probably either at Suez, 
where the channel is now only two-thirds of an 
English mile in width, or a little below where it is 
about three miles wide. At both places there are 
shallows, which can under peculiarly favorable cit- 
cumstances be used as fords, though for so vast 4 
host to cross safely at night, would only be possible 
by*the direct miraculous intervention of the Lord. 
And made the sea dry land. (Ps. \xvi. 6.) The 
wind blew all night, not merely driving the sea 
back, but preventing its return at the usual time. 
Neh. ix. 11; Ps. lxxiv. 13; cvi. 9; cxiv. 3. 

22. And the chiliren of israel went into the 
midst of the sea upon dry ground. The strong 
northeast wind blew all night, but the Israelites, 
lighted on their way by the fiery pillar, and et 
couraged by their great leader, passed safely ovet 
the dangerous pathway with their women and chil 
dren and cattle, and before the morning watch al 
had reached the dry land again. And the waters 
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were a wall unto them, &c. It is not meant that 
the waters stood up as a wa!l, but simply that they 
ycted as a defence on either hand. ‘* The ‘ wall’ 
yould not by any Oriental be supposed to be an 
yctual wall, rising up beside them, any more than 
the ‘wooden walls’ of Britain are board fences 
about the island, or the ‘hedge about the law’ 
which the rabbins built by their precepts was a 
growth of vegetation.” —Prof. Isaac H. Hail. 


23. And the Egyptians pursued and went in after 
them into the midst of the sea. In the darkness 
and storm it is probable that they were not aware 
that they were in the sea. ven all Pharaoh's 
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. Itis not 
said here or elsewhere that Pharaoh himself went 
in, In Ps. cxxxvi. 15 we read, ‘‘ He overthrew 
Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea,’’ but this ex- 
pression means simply ‘‘ conquered.” Menephtah, 
who, according to recent scholars, was the Pharaoh 
of this period, lived several years after this. It is 
interesting to know that he was especially famous 
for his chariot horses. (See ch. xv. 4, 19.) 

24. Jn the morning watch—from 2 A. M. till sun- 
tise—the Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians. 
“We suppose that the pillar of cloud which was 
turned towards them was suddenly illuminated 
with a blaze of light.”” Amd troubled the host. 


The sudden flash would startle and dazzle them; 
the rain, too, descended in torrents, with violent 
thunder and lightning. See Ps. Ixxvii. 15 —20. 


25. And took off their chariot wheels. 


Some 
versions read ‘‘ bound.” It was the heavy sand of 
the sea bottom, already becoming moist with the 
returning tide, that clogged the chariot wheels. 
For the Lord fighteth for them. (Cf. v. 14.) 
They were convinced by the unusual obstacles 
which they encountered that Jehovah Himself was 
contending against them. 

27. The sea returned to his strength when 
morning appeared. At God's command the wind 
ceased to blow, or perhaps changed to the opposite 
quarter, and immediately the sea, so long kept 
back, returned in all the force of the flood tide. 
There was no hope of escape. The crippled 
chariots retused to move, and the charioteers in 
their heavy mail sank like stones under the waves. 
(Ch. xv. 5.) 

30. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day. This 
great salvation was entirely God’s doing—no wis 
dom of man or human strength brought the de- 
liverance. And Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
upon the sea shore. Josephus says that after the 
Israelites had crossed the sea a west wind set in, 
which, with the flowing tide, drove the bodies of 
the drowned Egyptians to the eastern side of the 
gulf, where many of them were cast up on the shore. 

31. And the people feared the Lord and believed 
the Lord. This great deliverance was remembered 
from generation to generation. It proved the 
mighty power of their God to the Israelites even 
more conclusively than the wonders in Egypt had 
done—also it exalted Moses in their eyes as the 
chosen servant of so great a God. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1. V. 19. God is still with His people, leading 
and protecting them as really as when His out- 
ward presence went before them in the pillar of 
cloud and fire 

2. If God be between us and our enemies we are 
safe, however great the danger may seem to be. 

3- The same God who saves those who trust in 
Him is blackness and darkness and a destroying 
fire to those who fight against Him. 

4. ‘*God’s people find in the path of duty that 
the objects of their fear become the means of their 
protection.” — Vincent. 

5. V. 30. This deliverance is comparable to 
conversion—we cannot do it for ourselves. Our 
enemies are too strong for us, our sins hem us in 
on all sides. Then we cry to the Lord, and He 
bids us trust in Him and go forward. He opens a 
way for us where there was no way. He delivers 
us from our enemies and makes us praise Him upon 
the banks of deliverance. 


.o- 


SCHOOL. 


ALICE ELvira FREEMAN, President of Wellesley 
College, and Amelia Blandiord Edwards, Egyptol- 
ogist, received the degree of Doctor of Letters at 
the recent Centennial celebration of Columbia 
College, New York. Maria Mitchell, Astronomer, 
of Vassar College, received the degree of Doctor of 
Laws on the same public occasion. 


NASHVILLE CoLecE for young ladies, founded in 
1880, has an attendance of 275 students. It has 
large and excellent buildings and a full faculty. It 
has a valuable connection with Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity. 


As TO TEACHING biology to children of secondary 
grade, .do not attempt it. Their minds are not 
mature enough, nor have they the preliminary 
knowledge required. Chemistry and physics should 
be studied first. Therefore leave biology proper 
till later; but teach them natural history. En- 
courage them to observe out-of-doors both animals 
and plants, to notice the pollen of flowers, the 
caterpillars spinning cocoons and emerging as but- 
terflies, the netted wings of the dragon fly, the 
mosquito larve wriggling in standing water, the 
hatching of frogs’ eggs, and everything else they 
can observe either in a state of nature or in boxes 
or jars. Have them to make collections. Teach 
them to make outline drawings of what they see, 
and encourage them to study and read popular 
books. Use Morris’ little book on zoology—the 
drawings in it are excellent models—and Gray’s 
How Plants Grow ; \ater, use Colton’s Practical 
Zoology and Gray's Manual.—Prof. E. B. Wilson, 
reported in the Student. 

PRESIDENT Hype, of Bowdoin College, in Maine, 
who is the youngest college president in America, 
and was a good base ball player when he was a 
student himself a few years ago, has been talking 
very sensibly on the general subject of college 
athletics. ‘* Anybody who has had experience with 
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a lot of vigorous young fellows,”’ he says, ‘‘ knows 
that they must have some way to dispose of their 
superfluous energy,’’ and he believes that, if they 
do not have sports, they will expend it on doors 
and windows. The proof of this is found in the 
fact that the new gymnasium at Bowdoin has ef- 
fected a great saving in the College’s expenses for 
repairs, the general average of such expenses 
having never before been so low as it was last term. 
Part: of the credit for this, it should be noted, Dr. 
Hyde gives to the jury system introduced by hima 
year and a half ago, under which, in case any 
damage is done by bonfires or smash-ups, the jurors 
investigate, ascertain who is responsible, and assess 
the persons who did the mischief. Each student 
is obliged to work in the gymnasium half an hour 
a day four days in the week, the gymnasium work 
being carefully graded according to the strength 
and ability of the men; and the system is already 
working a marked improvement in the College 
physique. Dr. Hyde approves of base-ball and 
boating as healthful and manly sports, but ques- 
tions the advantage of intercollegiate base-ball 
leagues, on account of their tendency to foster 
gambling and lower the student to the level of the 
professional player. For this reason the Bowdoin 


Faculty encourage games between the several classes 
in preference to participation in the Maine inter- 
collegiate base-ball league, although they do not 
prohibit the students from entering the league.— 
Nation. 


THE PROGRESS of ‘‘ Volapiik,” the ‘‘ universal 


language, is quite considerable. A grammar and 
reader for English students of it has just come from 
a German press. ‘‘ Volapiik’’ was invented and 
systematized by M. Schleyer, a Swiss savant and 
linguist. He styled it ‘‘ Volapiik,” from ‘‘ piik,”’ 
language, and ‘‘ vol,”’ universe. It has nu artificial 
genders, a single conjugation and no irregular 
verbs. 


RURAL. 


CLOVER ON THE FarM.—No other thing on the 
farm so thoroughly marks the progress of agricul- 
ture as the rapidly increasing use of red clover. 
The twofold benefits of clover are so obviously 
manifest to every farmer that the increase in its use 
is not surprising. Its wonderful yield as a forage 
crop makes it one of the most desirable to raise, 
whether to be fed green or cured in the shape of 
rowen. So rapidly does it grow that it is no un- 
common thing to cut three crops during a single 
season ; and no farmer ever expects to cut less than 
two crops. Should the farmer choose to turn the 
stock on the field it seems almost to replace the 
day’s picking by its growth at night. The better 
way is to cut and feed it in the rack, and a given 
amount of ground will teed fully twice as many 
cattle as when allowed to roam over it. 

A very important value of clover consists, how: 
ever, in its great efficiency as a means of recupe- 
rating the land; and here is the main evidence that 
its increased use shows an advanced stage in the 


science of agriculture. First, the use of a fertilize, 
of any kind is a confession that the land is not ¢ 
good as it is in the power of man to make; and, 
next, the use of clover as a means of enriching the 
ground shows that farmers are studying economic 
management of their lands. 

It is claimed by some that no farmer can afford 
to plow under a good crop of clover as a fertilizer, 
but that it should be fed to cattle and the manure 
from the cattle put back on the land with the 
growth of those cattle are together of more value 
than the crop of green manure. Admitting: this 
claim, the roots of the clover, when allowed to 
grow two or three years, will benefit the soil by 
penetrating, perforating and aerating the subsoil, 
so as to increase the yield of a wheat crop that may 
follow at least twenty-five, and often fifty per cent, 
on heavy clay soils. Whatever view may be taken 
of the subject, there is no crop that is so generally 
growing in favor with the general farmer East, 
West, North or South, and there are few, if any, 
crops that will result in so few disappointments as 
will the common red clover.—/. W., in Prairie 
Farmer. 


VinE MILDEwW.—Vine growers, in regions where 
mildew often prevails, should make trial of the fol. 
lowing remedies : 35 pounds of sulphate of copper 
is dissolved in 53 gallons of water, 33 pounds of 
quick lime is slaked in eight gallons of water; the 
lime and water mixture is then poured into the s0- 
lution of copper. In using, keep the mixture well 
stirred. It can be applied to the foliage witha 
whisk broom. The treatment should be com. 
menced soon after the foliage is well out, and be 
repeated so as to protect the later foliage. The 
quantities of the substances can be changed while 
preserving the proportions.—Vick's Magazine. 


THe Carpet BeerLe.—This formidable litte 
foreigner, now finding its way into many parts of 
the country, has proved so destructive to carpets 
and woollen fabrics, that frequent anxious inquiry 
is made for preventives and remedies. As every 
person who owns or occupies a dwelling, or who 
possesses woollen carpets or woollen garments, 
should know it at sight and destroy it on its first 
appearance, we state a few facts in addition to 
those given on the subject in former volumes of the 
Country Gentleman. 

The beetle is an eighth of an inch long, anda 
twelfth of an inch broad; the main color black, 
with a red line running along its back, and white 
spots on each side, giving it an ornamental appear 
ance. The beetle does not eat the carpets, but it 
is the larva which precedes it which does all the 
mischief. This is one half longer than the beetle, 
and is ringed with light and darker brown bands. 
As an indication of its formidable character, Pro- 
fessor Comstock, entomologist of Cornell Univer: 
sity, lately informed us that it had already proved 
so destructive that he thought woollen carpe 
would have to be given up, floors varnished, 
rugs used for the central portions of rooms. 
rugs may be frequently lifted and the insects shaken 
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m spread papers and destroyed. Woollen gar- 
gents in closets must be frequently examined. In 
one instance a woollen dress was cut to pieces and 
desroyed before any one was aware of the mischief 
gone. Cases are reported where during one or two 

‘absence of the family, the insects had taken 
entire possession from basement to garret, and de- 
stroyed all woollen fabrics, and even the picture 


cords. 

Professor A. J. Cook recommends, as the best 
remedy, to place two or three thicknesses of com- 
mon toweling over the borders of carpets, wrung 
out of water just so as not to drip, and then to iron 
vith flatirons so hot as to send a full head of steam 
through the carpet. We have found this remedy 
thoroughly effectual in our own experience, but it 
requires some labor, and frequent repetition. Pro- 
fessor Cook also states that gasoline is a sure cure; 
but great caution is required to ventilate thoroughly 
before any fire is brought near, on account of its 
explosive vapor, and indeed it should not be used 
ina house that has a fire in any part, or a terrific 
acident might occur. It might be employed, how- 
ever, for articles removed in boxes or otherwise to 
an out-building. Another remedy is corrosive 
sublimate, applied in the following solution with a 
brush to the floor under the carpet: Four parts of 
corrosive sublimate, one of sal ammoniac, and fifty 
parts of water. The objection to this remedy is 
the danger of accidents, from its poisonous char- 
acter, in the hands of careless persons. Dr. Lint- 
ner recommends the use of benzine, applied to the 
floor crevices under the carpet borders, which are 
wually the first places of attack; and as a pre- 
ventive he would use strips of coal-tar paper, a foot 
or two wide, such as is employed for roofing, ex- 
tended around the room beneath the carpet, pro- 
vided the odor could be endured. Carbolized 
paper (or paper treated with carbolic acid) is 
recommended for drawers or boxes, where woollen 
goods are stored. 

it is well now, in early spring, to watch for and 
destroy all the insects that can be found, before 
they increase and multiply. They donot, however, 
wait till spring in rooms kept warm by fires. They 
cannot be easily shut out, as they have been seen 
on flowers in gardens, from which they readily find 
entrance, and hence the importance of frequent 
examinations ; and if they cannot be wholly exter- 
minated, their numbers may be effectually reduced 
by the preceding remedies.— Cu/tivator. 


THE greatest height ever reached by man in 
mountain climbing was that of the ascent of the 
Kabru, one of the Himalayas, by W. W. Graham 
—24,015 feet. He camped out, during this as- 


cent, at the elevation of 18,500 feet.—Saturday 
Review. 


How wisely do they act, who, taking no anxious 

ght for the morrow, are attentive, according to 
Present ability, to the duties of the present day. 
—john Thorp. 


REVIEW. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


FRIENDS’ MEXICAN MISSION, 
Vicrorta pg TaMaAuuiPas, Fourth mo. 19th, 1887. 

Editor of Friends’ Review : Dear Friend—Since 
writing my last from this place I have visited most of 
the stations connected with our Southern Mission. 
We reached Escandon on the morning of the 31st of 
last month, only a few minutes after our friends, 
Encarnacion Gonzalez and Luciano Mascorro,eft there, 
after waiting two days for our arrival, They did so 
to attend the regular meeting at Gomez Farias that 
evening, and this being my own prospect, so soon as 
we unharnessed our horses we saddled them again 
for the ride of twenty-four miles, reaching there about 
half an hour after our friends’ arrival. Francisco 
Pejia had arrived the previous evening to accompany 
me to Quintero meeting. The meeting was a very 
satisfactory one, though public notice of our arrival 
could not be given, and thus the attendance was not 
so large as would otherwise have been the case. 

On the following day we returned to Escandon, in 
company with Felipe Garcia, in whose house, willed 
to the Society of Friends for a meeting-house, we held 
a very satisfactory meeting that night, all the ministers 
of our Southern Mission, except Jose M. Garza and 
Incarnacion Gonzalez, being present. It was a time 
of mutual refreshing, both to us and to-those who 
were privileged to be present. 

On the morning of the 2d we proceeded in our am- 
bulance to the pass of the Guayalejo at La Reforma, 
where we lett our ambulance and again saddled our 
horses, one company going to Santa Barbara, and the 
other, which was the one I joined, going forward to 
Quintero. From this point only my journey was over 
new ground, forI was at Reforma some years since 
on a visit to the ruined cities nearthere. We traversed 
a vast plain, formerly irrigated by water trom the Rio 
Mante, to the source of which we directed our course. 
It bursts full grown from the giant wall of the Sierra 
Madre, and the road leads over the stone arch from 
beneath which the torrent, a river which cannot be 
forded, breaks out with a sound like the rushing of 
many waters. The water is heavily charged with 
minerals, and is scarcely potable for some distance 
below, where fresher streams enter its channel. 

About five miles south of its source a small stream 
of fresh water bursts from the mountain side and sup- 
plies the village of Quintero, which spreads out on the 
plain at the very base of the lofty mountain range, 
We were hospitably received by the wife and family 
of F. Pefia, who was with me. Only one year ago he 
entered Quintero in company with José M. Garza. 
They stopped at noon at the fountain which supplies 
the village and had a season of prayer together there, 
asking God to open the hearts of the people to receive 
them, On entering the principal square they saw that 
the people were nearly all sleeping szes¢a, and hardly 
knew how to find the house of Norberto Morales, to 
whom they had letters of recommendation, Passing 
one house with an open door, they saw a young lady 
sitting at a sewing machine busy at work, who at once 
replied with kind courtesy to their inquiriés, The 
eagle eye of José M. Garza had noted an open New 
Testament of the Protestant version lying on the 
sewing machine. She showed them the house where 
Morales lived, and as soon as they were out of hearing, 
José M, Garza said to his companion, “ The harvest is 
ready.” They reached the residence of Morales to 
find a Bible lying on the table; he took them to the 
residence of the Mayor, an — veteran of the strug- 
gle for religious liberty, and a Bible was also to be 
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seen on his table. He took them to consult with the 
teacher of the public school, to see if the use of the 
school-room could be obtained temporarily for meet- 
ings, and a Bible was there aiso. These Bibles had 
been sown long before, some as long ago as 1863. and 
all these were Protestants, but had never seen a 
Protestant missionary. They received the messengers 
with gladness, and very soon a meeting with nearly 
sixty members was organized. They at once formed 
a day school for girls, in charge of the young lady re- 
ferred to, Sofia Castro, who at once aided in the Sab- 
bath school. She had for some years been a Protest- 
ant, and had tried to persuade her parents to send her 
to the Boarding School planned by Virginia W. de 
Mascorro at Santa Barbara, but just as she was ready 
to apply, a domestic event prevented Virginia from 
carrying out her plan, and thus no one ever knew that 
Sofia was desirous of going there. She told her pa- 
rents that if they could not pay her board she would 
gladly do housework for Virginia M. to pay her board 
and education, She continued in charge of the village 
school until her marriage to Francisco Pefia in 
Eleventh month last, when the Catholics withdrew 
their children, saying that it was evident that their pay- 
ments for tuition would help support a Protestant 
minister. She has continued to carry forward her 
work with the remaining children, and has been sus- 
tained in her efforts by collections taken up in the 
Bible-schools belonging to Canada Yearly Meeting. 
She is an earnest worker, and her own efforts, with 
those of her mother, have done as much to build up 
the meeting at Quintero as those of our ministers. ' The 
members belong to the principal families of the vil- 
lage and own ranches near by on the fertile plain. 
The members have pledged adobes enough to build a 
meeting-house, and other materials are also promised. 
The cash subscriptions already amount to over $100, 
and the work will probably go forward next fall, which 
is the dry season in this section, 

After attending three meetings at Quintero, which 
were well attended and very satisfactory, we pro- 
ceeded to Antiguo Morelos, where the most interesting 
of the whole journey was held. The whole village 
seems to have so totally abandoned Romanism that 
only one of the principal families remains faithful to 
those views, and the priest has threatened never to re- 
turn there, and prophesies the sudden destruction of 
the village, when it shall be said: “ Here was An- 
tiguo Morelos.” Over one hundred were present, a 
majority being females, the boys and girls repeating 
their Catechism lessons and passages of. Scripture 
with remarkable energy and zeal, and all listening to 
the preaching with marked attention. The following 
morning I was visited by a delegation of the principal 
inhabitants, offering to aid in erecting a suitable 
building for our Girls’ School for the Southern Mis- 
sion, if we would establish it in Antiguo Morelos, but 
assuring us that they would send and support some of 
their children wherever it be located within a conve- 
nient distance from their village. 

We must arrange to strengthen this station promptly 
whilst the awakening goes forward. From there we 
proceeded .to Santa Barbara, where on First-day we 
had a very interesting and tendering season with the 
brethren. The meeting was held in the corridor of the 
meeting-house, the roof of the main room not being 
completed , though the materials are in readiness. 
Only the members were present, as the other people 
will hardly attend until our main room is completed. 

From there I went forward to visit the city of Tula, 
some forty-five miles to the westward, but so high as 
to be in the terra templada. On the journey we 
passed four shrines of miraculous apparitions of the 


Virgin Mary. The credulous people look upon them 
as independent intercessors, and a prayer to the Virgin 
of Puertecitas will not obtain an answer from the Vir. 
gin of the Cliff of Contadero, nor one to this from the 
Virgin of Acaguales, The last temple we saw was in 
ruins, the proprietor having become a Protestant be. 
liever, who is now completing a commodious house jn 
Tula which he hopes to rent for Protestant mission 
rooms, The Protestant believers in Tula gave me a 
warm welcome and gladly gathered toa meeting at 
the residence of the family of my companion and 
guide, Aureliano Neri. 

This interesting young man accompanied our 
Friends, W. A. Walls and Isaac Sharp, from Padilla 
to Matamoros in the First month, 1884, On reaching 
Matamoros he began working in our printing office 
but his hand was crushed the first day of work, and 
the physician urged him to leave Matamoros at once 
to avoid lock-jaw. Since then he has been a diligent 


student of the Scriptures and has resided at times 


where we had meetings, and at other times where the 
Presbyterians have their stations. For a year past he 
has been at work in connection with Luciano Mascorro 
at Santa Barbara Mission. 

The road from Santa Barbara to Tula is a very in- 
teresting one, Leaving the land of the orange and 
palm, passing in full view of the crater of Cerro Par. 
tido, over its broad lava beds, the rise is rapid in the 
extreme. After passing the first range we reached a 


deep valley where torrents were gushing from the 
mountain sides in all directions, and the scenery was 
one of great fertility. The next rise was so bold that 
we were obliged to go on foot driving our horses before 
us. Watching the narrow pathway and stepping from 
ledge to.ledge, I had not been so watchful of vegeta- 


tion as usual until 1 saw a blackberry bush in bloom, 
and lifting my eyes to the trees above us | saw that 
we were in the Jand of the oak and hickory, and the 
ferns were precisely the same so familiar to me in the 
forests of New York State. 

‘In the forenoon we had gone through all the changes 
of vegetation from Florida to New York, the peach 
orchards reminding one more of North Carolina than 
of any other section, When wepassed the topmost 
height and began descending, the scenery suddenly 
changed, the hills were covered with dry /echugille 
plants, and the aspect was arid in the extreme, Justl- 
fying the name Valle de Lagrimas (Vale of Tears), 
given to it by the first settlers. At the extreme end of 
this valley the city of Tula, with its dense population, 
is situated by the side of a brackish stream, five miles 
from the nearest well of fresh water, which is sold in 
the city at one cent per gallon. 

It seems ready for the Gospel and important as a 
central station for educational work at our Southern 
Mission. It claims a population of 24,000 inhabitants. 

From Tula the route to this city is the most marvel- 
ous specimen of civil engineering for a carriage road 
that lever saw. Like most Mexican enterprises it 1s 
about half done and likely to remain so for some time 
at least, The descent from the land of the pine and 
cedar to the palm and orange is accomplished by two 
days’ travel, mostly through a deep gorge between the 
boldest mountain peaks of this range, finally scaling 
the last stair by a zig-zag road and descending from 
the forests of oak and hickory to the valley of tropical 
vegetation in less than two hours’ travel. | 

Since reaching this city I have been doing what my 
hand finds to do in the work of the dear Master. My 
family have greatly enjoyed their stay here, especially 
during the session of the Presbyterian Synod, when 
they were privileged to participate in the interesting 
public gatherings and give a hearty welcome to their 
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able to the foreign missionaries, our dear associates 
in labor for so many years at Matamoros, Several 
members of the State Legislature have called upon 
me, urging me to take into consideration the import- 
ance of this city, centre of the civil power and of 
Romish influence as well, as the place where both 
protestant missions should be strongly represented. 
This appeal would hardly have impressed us were it 
tnot that others from their interest in the cause of 
Gospel truth and for the education of their own chil- 
dren have made the same appeal. Sixteen years ago 
we left our home in North Carolina to come to this 
city, and on reaching Matamoros rented rooms for one 
month until arrangements could be made to move 
slely forward, On the present journey we rented 
rooms for one month here. Whether we shall stay 
longer or not we ask God by His own right hand to 
show us Clearly, SAMUEL A, PURDIE, 


a 


A PROPOSED GIRLS’ SCHOOL IN JAPAN. 


10 THE WOMEN’S FOREIGN MISSION ASSOCIATION OF 
FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA, 


Dear Esteemed Friends—I rejoice to hear that there 
isa proposal in the Women’s Foreign Mission Associ- 
ation of Friends of Philadelphia of establishing a Girls’ 
School in Japan. I think that scarcely any field of 
Christian activity in our country at present demands 
your attention and exertion more than that. In ad- 
dition to the general reasons for female education 
which make it everywhere a necessity, there are 
many special ones that make it an all-important 
question in Japan. Some of these reasons are— 


1, The elevation of the status of woman is just now 
the greatest of social questions in Japan. 

2, The study of foreign languages, especially 
English, which has thus far been undertaken by 
young men, is becoming more common among young 
women on account of more intimate foreign relations 
in the near future, 

3. Many changes in our manners and customs in- 
situted since our intercourse with Western nations 
make the school a necessity, where women may be 
enlightened on these subjects. 

4. The character which Friends’ views nurture in 
their professors, I mean particularly quietness and 
plainness of living, being specially admired by our 
people, if a Friends’ school be organized, it will fill a 
place which no denominational Christian school has 
thus far filled, 

§. To raise Christian mothers is of unusual im- 
portance where the educational influences are alto- 
gether ag nostic. 

For these reasons I deem your proposal of founding 
aGirls’ School in Japan as a most timely act of wis- 
dom and love. May wisdom and love mark every 
step of your progress in the work. 

‘here are already in Japan many schools for young 
ladies. Those under direct Government supervision 
we itreligious in their tone ; those of private enterprise 
inefficient in proper appliances ; those founded and 
managed by different foreign missionary societies are 
den denationalizing in their tendency. Will you not 
frame the curriculum and regulations of your pro- 
posed school as to educate our women not only to be 
hithtul Japanese Christians, but Christian Japanese ? 

Ifthe system and character of the school is not yet 
definitely decided, will you permit me to express the 
thought which has long been upon my mind? In 
reading some of the lives of prominent members of the 

ty of Friends, I have been struck with the fact 


that the work ot the Society has been as essentially 
practical as its profession is spiritual. If so, does it 
not become Friends’ school to include such a course 
as will fit young women not only to be useful daugh- 
ters, prudent wives and careful mothers, but also sick- 
nurses, hospital visitors, managers of charitable and. 
reformatory institutions, &c,? 

Such a course of instruction will be a novelty in any 
school, but I hope Friends will consider that there is a 
need of such in our country. If such a course be in- 
troduced it will have the advantages of opening the 
eyes of the young to the needs of others and of bringing 
them in contact with the outside world, thusconnecting 
their sympathies with their own people, and thus ob- 
viating the danger of denationalization, so common 
among young women brought up under foreign influ- 
ences, 

I hope, my dear friends, that 1 have not trespassed 
too much upon your patience in writing this note. My 
religious interests being identified with the success of 
Friends’ calling, I have taken the liberty of addressing 
you on this important and interesting subject. That 
you may be guided by the wisdom and love of Him 
for whose glory you undertake this responsible work, 
is a sincere and earnest wish of your friend, 

Inazo OTA, 

Third mo, 29th, 1887. 

It will readily appear from this letter that a person 
of prayerful and dedicated life, whose mind turns to 
this field of labor may find ample opportunity to work 
for the cause of our blessed Saviour in a girls’ school in 
Japan, and we earnestly hope that some one will be 
led into it. There never has been before in any 
country such an eagerness to learn from Friends as 
there now is among the cultivated and refined people 
of Japan, as well as among the poorer classes. 

May every one who reads this appeal query with 
herself, ‘‘ What does the Lord of the harvest require at 
my hands?” If the command comes clearly, as it did 
to Gideon of old, “ Go, have not I sent thee?” may 
the blessed promise also made to Gideon be realized, 
“Surely I will be with thee,” 

All correspondence may be addressed to 

MARGARET W. HAINES, 
Cheltenham, Pa. 


IN THE SPRING. 


Have all the songs been said ? 
Are all the singers dead? 
Is all the music fled ?— 


The sum and aim of life 
One dreary struggle, rife 
With greed and sordid strife ?>— 


Man but a dull machine, 
Living a vast routine 
Of narrow purpose mean ? 


Oh! while one leaf swings high 
Against an azure sky 
In springtime’s ecstasy, 


There breathes yet the sublime, 
There beats yet living rhyme, 
’Tis still the young world’s prime. 


Nature has high commands, 
Bears gifts with lavish hands 
To,him who understands ! 
— Cornhill Magazine, . 
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BENEATH THE MOLD. 





Beneath the mold 
In dark, and damp, and chilling cold, 
Lay a tiny seed in a garden old, 


The sun shone fair 
Where bird-songs thrilled a warm spring air, 
And buds hung heavy with promise rare. 


Its warmth sank low ; 
The seed received a quick’ning glow, 
And life began to swell and flow. 


Damp mold had chilled, 
*Twas pleasant food when sunshine filled, 
And rich wine was by warmth distilled. 


Soon roots ran deep, 
The leaflets roused from senseless sleep 
Up toward the light began to creep, 


Till trom the mold, 
From dark, and damp, and chilling cold, 
Fair leaves looked into the undimmed gold. 


Beneath the mold, 
A sin-wrought mold, in dark and cold, 
A soul lived careless and sin controlled, 


A King above 
Whose power a glory and rapture wove, 
Looked toward the sin-bound race in love. 


O love! O life! 
It pierced the mold of sin and strife, 
And fell with wonderful beauty rife. 


It touched the soul, 
Reclaimed it from sin’s dark control 
To be a part of his fair whole. 


The heart had pined, 
Hard was the way and undefined ; 
How every curve had God outlined. 


New powers unguessed 
Unfolded in the heart at rest, 


Reached upward in a ceaseless quest, 


Till from the sod, 
From dark, and damp, and chilling clod, 
The soul looked into the face of God. 


L. A. U. 





**THE INVISIBLE.” 





If there is naught but what we see, 
What is the wide world worth to me? 
But is there naught save what we see? 

* * * * * 
If there is naught but what we see, 
The friend I loved is lost to me: 
He fell asleep ; who dares to say 
His spirit is so far away ? 
Who knows what wings are round about? 
These thoughts—who proves but from without 
They still are whispered? Who can think 
They rise from morning’s food and drink ? 
These thoughts that stream on like the sea 
And darkly beat incessantly 
The feet of some great hope, and break, 
And only broken glimmers make, 
Nor ever climb the shore, to lie 
And calmly mirror the far sky, 
And image forth in tranquil deeps 
The secret that its silence keeps. 


Because he never comes, and stands 
And stretches out to me both hands, 
Because he never leans before 

The gate, when I set wide the door 

At morning, nor is ever found 

Just at my side when I turn round, 
Half thinking I shall meet his eyes, 
From watching the broad moon-globe rise— 
For all this, shall [ homage pay 

To Death, grow cold of heart, and say, 
“ He perished, and has ceased to be; 
Another comes, but never he ?” 

Nay, by our wondrous being, nay ! 
Although his face I never see 

Through all the infinite To Be, 

I know he lives and cares for me. 


— Selected, E. R. Situ, 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—GREAT BRITAIN—An 
informal meeting of the Cabinet was held the roth inst, 
to discuss plans for expediting the passage of the Co. 
ercion bill, Sir William Vernon Harcourt proposes 
an important amendment to the bill, exempting from 
secret inquiry all proceedings relating to public 
meetings or agrarian movements, including combina. 
tions to obtain reductions of rent. The Gladstonians 
will make this a test amendment. If the Government 
accepts it the bill will be permitted to progress; but 
if the Government refuses, every possible device will 
be used to obstruct the measure. 

William O'Brien, editor of United Ireland, who is 
now in Canada, has been elected without opposition, 
to the seat in the House of Commons for the northeast 
division of Cork made vacant by the resignation of 
Edmund Leamy. 

A committee of leading Conservatives have made 
overtures to Gladstone and Morley, with the view of 
finding out whether those gentlemen will assent to the 
appointment of a commission, consisting of two English 
judges and one Scotch judge, to inquire into the 
charges against the Parnellites, The Gladstonians 
are opposed to troubling themselves any further with 
the question, unless the Government takes definite 
action, while the Government is not disposed to make 
a move until the Coercion bill shall have passed. 

The Queen opened a People’s Palace the 14th inst, 
with a procession through the principal streets of Lon- 
don, and was everywhere received with the greatest 
enthusiasm, She afterwards entered the Mansion 
House (the official residence of the Lord Mayor of 
London) for the first time, it is said, in her life. 


FRANCE.—The Cabinet the 12th inst. rejected the 
resolution of the Budget Committee for greater re- 
duction in the estimates, and the Ministers will now 
await the issue of the dispute in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties the 17th inst. 

BULGARIA.—At Bucharest it is reported that the 
Bulgarian Regents are meditating the proclamation: 
King Charles of Roumania as Prince of Bulgaria, 
thus virtually making of the Danubian Balkan pro- 
vinces one kingdom, Roumania having, it 1s said, 
consented to the scheme. This policy 1s attributed to 
the initiative of England, and is said to have the ap: 
proval of Germany. 

CANADA.—William O'Brien, Parnellite, arrived in 
Montreal the 11th inst., and in the evening opened the 
campaign against Lord Lansdowne. He explainedat 
length the evictions on the Lansdowne estates @ 
Ireland, and denounced the conduct of Lord Lan 
downe, The Mayor of Toronto tried to prevent him 
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fom going to that city, but the Toronto G/ode an- 
nounced that the Governor General wished O’Brien to 
have full liberty of speech. 


DomesT1c.—The Brooks High License bill passed 
inboth Houses of Pennsylvania by large majorities, 
and has been signed by the Governor, In the Senate 
on the 13th instant, the Rapid Transit bill was read a 
urd time and passed without amendment by a unani- 
mous vote, and goes to the Governor, 

In the New York Legislature on the 12th inst. a bill 
was passed to give the Henry George or Labor party 
an inspector of elections at future contests, so that the 
total number of inspectors shall be five at each pole, 
two Republican, two Democrats, and one Labor. 

Abill has passed both branches of the Connecticut 
Legislature, providing for the permanent incarceration 
of incorrigible criminals, 

Reports received at the Treasury Department show 
that 6,500,426 trade dollars have been redeemed to 
date. The principal redemption was in Philadelphia, 
The law authorizing the redemption of trade dollars 
has nearly four more months to run, 

The total value of the exports of domestic bread- 
suffs from the United States during the ten months 
which ended Fourth month was $132,205,970, against 
$95,558,843 during the corresponding period of the 
preceding year. 

Natural gas was struck at Fort Scott, Kansas, on the 
ith inst, ata depth of 280 feet. The flow is said to 
be “more than double ” any yet obtained from a single 
well, 

Nearly four hundred thousand dollars is‘already the 
amount of General Grant's last gift to his wife ia the 
copyright royalties on his book, she having actually 
received $394,000. 

One of the largest deposits of marble in the world, 
as reported, has been discovered in San Bernardino 
county, California. No less than eleven shades of 
marble have been found in it. 

Dangerous forest fires are reported in Worcester 
county, Massachusetts. In response to a telegraphic 
call for aid a steamer and 1500 feet of hose, together 
with a dozen men, were sent trom the city of Worces- 
ter to Still River, where “a sweeping conflagration 
was reported as threatening the village and an im- 
mense number of railroad ties belonging to the Bos- 
ton and Maine Railroad Company.” 


A telegram from Kankakee, Illinois, reports that, 
aninventor made a trial trip on the 26th ult. with a 
train of thirty Illinois Central freight cars supplied 
with his air brake, the valves of which are worked by 
tlectricity. The dynamo is carried on the left side of 
the locomotive. ‘‘ The instantaneous setting and un- 
xtting of the brakes was perfect.” This was the first 
tial of the invention in America, though it 1s said to 
tewidely used in Germany. On the 28th ult. a very 
interesting experiment was successfully made in this 
ity to prove the efficacy of a new railway car stove 
inextinguishing its own fire in case of accident, The 
stove has, back of the fire chamber, which is cylindri- 
tal in form, a reservoir containing about five cubic feet 
of water, From this reservoir pipes lead into the fire- 
box, placed in such a way that the reservoir will be 
tmptied no matter what position the stove may take. 
Two of these water pipes run to the door of the stove 
and discharge their contents into the fire-chamber from 

point. After a thorough examination the stove 

Was tolled from its six-feet elevation, and after being 
ipped at every angle, the stove was found intact. The 
bipes had emptied the reservoir of water, quenching 

hot fire, for inside were found blackened and dead 


YEARLY MEETINGS OF FRIENDS.* 


 rearorr at London, Eng. 
18th of Fifth month, 1887, 

peed Tee Ty, BE .. canapeccandi at Glens Falls, N, Y. 
27th of Fifth month, 1887, 

New England Y. M.........c0se0- at Portland, Me. 
toth of Sixth month, 1887, 

Gans FT, Blaise ciscivianstel at Pickering, Ontario. 


24th of Sixth month, 1887. 


North Carolina Y. M., at High Point, Guilford Co., N.C. 
11th of Eighth month, 1887. 


Cae S OGG ccs wcccs at Mt. Pleasant, Jefferson Co., O. 
25th of Eighth month, 1887. 
TOME 6 Pik i cocinnicAsactasennedl at Oskaloosa, Ia. 
6th of Ninth month, 1887. 
Western Y.M..... at Plainfield, Hendricks Co., Ind. 
16th of Ninth month, 1887. 
SR Ti Ba wen cavisdesenant at Richmond, Ind. 
28th of Ninth month, 1887. 
Resse T. Mite... 2%< at Lawrence, Douglass Co., Kan. 
7th of Tenth month, 1887. 
Babee TO. a ccwass dé dcueecks at Baltimore, Md. 


11th of Eleventh month, 1887. 


A conference of Yearly Meetings at Richmond, 
Indiana, Ninth month 23d, 1887. 


* If there are any errors in this list, the Publisher would be glad to 
receive a correction of them. 


EW YORK YEARLY MEETING WILL COM- 
mence its Sessions the last Sixth-day of Fifth 
month at1o A. M. Meeting of Ministers and Elders 
the day preceding at to A. M. Friends wishing to 
engage board may correspond with Jonathan W. 
Potter, Glens’ Falls P.O. Box 433. Price of board 

will be from $5 to $7 per week. 

JONATHAN W. POTTER. 


REDUCED FARES TO 
NEW YORK YEARLY MEETING 
AT GLENS FALLS. 


Arrangements have been made with the N. Y. Central & H. 
R. R. R. for round trip tickets, from the following places to 
Glens Falls and return : 


Wow Foe occa cecccecves $7 00 Rochester............... $8 25 
Newburgh .........+---- 515 =—s- Pal MF 22.0000 ce scccccce 7 55 
Poughkeepsie .......... SE ——_ AWGIR oc ce cccvccccccess 5 80 
cecea cawhncences BE Pe aayecadcisiciiestar 4 80 
BRtAVIG 2000 cecesescscece DI Te eccscccccennconcisas 4 35 


Tickets will be furnished upon application at the railroad 
ticket offices in the places indicated. 
For further information apply to 


ROBERT M. FERRIS, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 


STATED MEETING OF THE WOMEN’S 
Foreign Missionary Association of Friends of 
Philadelphia will be held at 1122 Chestnut Street, 
second floor, on Sixth-day, Fifth month 27th, 1887, 
at 11 o'clock, A. M. 


M. S. Ausop, Recording Secretary. 


FRIENDs’ JAMAICA MIssion.—A box is now being 
filled at Friends’ Institute for Friends’ Mission in the 
Island of Jamaica, All packages may be sent to the 
care of the Janitor, 1316 Filbert street. Useful house- 
hold articles are solicited, 
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“THE BOOK ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS,” 


\ ECTION 
LIST or senate: ! awe gent Cl 09 


. Memoir of Elizabeth Fry ALL PORCELAIN. p 

Youthful Pilgrims...... 30 3 
. Memoir of Wm. Penn 
. Selections from the Epistles of Geo. Fox 
. Selections from Letters of Isaac Penington 
. Memoir of Maria Fox 
; — of Daniel Wheeler and his Visit to the Pacifi 

MOB. ccccvccccccceses cosscscccces eoccccccococccecses 
. Aunt Jane’s Verses for Children. Illustrated 
. Rambles of a Naturalist, with Life of Dr. Godman. 
. Life of Margaret Fox, wife of George Fox 
. Memoir of Thomas Story. 
. Waring’s Hymns and Selections...........sssssseeseees 
. Essays on the History and Doctrines of the Society of 

Friends 
. Memoirs and Letters of Jonathan Hutchinso 
. Memoir of Mary Capper + 
. Journal and Life of John Woolman, complete......... 
. Scripture Questions on the Gospels and Acts.......... 
. Memoir of Eliza Southall POSS Ceceococncoesosesse 
. Selected Hymns for Schools, &c e 
. The Little While, and other Poems, by Jane Crewdson 
Plain 50 cents, gilt : 

. Memoirs of Stephen Grellet, abridged... 
. Paul the Apostle, by Bevan Braithwaite 
. Religious Declension 


0 No Pop 


. 


~ 
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el eee ccccccccoces OL 


Annals of Early Friends. First Series........ 
Gurney’s Two 


A discount of 25 per cent. allowed on purchases of 10 copies 
and upwards. Address, 


FRANK A. SNIFFEN, 
Friends’ Institute, 1316 Filbert Street, Philadelphia. 


These books are well-adapted to form a nucleus of libraries ; : 
for Monthly Meetings or Bible Schools, as well as private col- So ee 
lections. In order to enlarge their distribution, n quarters 
where means are limited, a fund is available, ae which 


SS — ~ 
ae rca wed - price or occasional donations can be made H AINES, JONES & t ADBURY, 
1136 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia. 
BOOKS OF REFERENCE 


Are needful in every Family. What Books? Most f ’ 
families have an unabridged Dictionary ; many, a ; in —ERRIS 
Universal Gazetteer and Biographical Dictionary ; a i PATENT 
some, also, a Cyclopedia. Hei e Smears: 

More important than any of these, is a 


HOUSEHOLD MANUAL 


giving full information concerning Heatru and 

DisEASE: FAMILY MEDICINE, NuRSING, HYGIENE, /s wy Health, 

. oe : Ec > 

and Wuat To Do IN EMERGENCIES. Such a book ; : a BES l and Beauty 

has just been published by Se FERRIS BROS. 
Lea BrorHers & Co., 706 Sansom St., Phila. 


341 Broadway, N.Y. 
Price, $4.00 or $5.00, according to binding. It 
may be ordered through a Bookseller anywhere. 


4 CORDED CORSET WAISTS. 
i Perfect in Fit for all 
ages, infants to adults. 


TRY THEM. 
NO 


NEW PROPRIETORSHIP———NEW PROPRIETORSHI? 
M. C. WALKER, 


FORMERLY WITH W. J. CHAMBERS,) 


From The Boston Herald. MANUFACTURER OF UMBRELLAS AND PARASOL 


“A veritable encyclopedia, touching as it does on No. 244 South Eleventh Street. 
nearly all subjects which pertain to the science ot Repairing and Re-covering. 
medicine,” “Many useful hints on nursing and the 4@- Promptness and efficiency can be relied upon. 
eare and management of the sick room are given.” 


“This book contains eight colored plates, and some LADIES’ SHOE STORE 


283 woodcuts. All are exceedingly good, especially JOHN PARKER, Jr., & CO 
bs " 


the former.” 


The Christian Observer, Louisville, Ky. No. 20 South Highth Street, Philadelphis. 


3 4 ket. 
“No one need be at a loss in any emergency, who rsepeabarepameesMoneg eye ing 


° ° made of 
has such a book to turn to, Let it be in every house- | Shoes and Slippers, for Tadic a onus. Prices in pal 
hold, It is very good.” figures. Soft, easy shoes for old ladies. 





